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I am Kaska/Tahltan, born in Watson Lake, YT,
and raised in Lower Post, B.C. My first
summer job was in the Watson Lake daycare
when I was 15 years old, and this, along with
babysitting, instilled in my heart the love I
have for children.

I am married to Charles and we have two
children: eight-year-old Blayde and three-
year-old Charlayne.

I’ve been actively involved and committed
in the Head Start program since I moved
back home in 1996. I completed a Family
Childcare Home certificate course in 1997,
along with five other community members,
and was instrumental in getting the existing
daycare into operating a new facility today.

In June 2005, I celebrated with commu-
nity members, leaders and government
officials the grand opening of our newly
constructed “T’s Udane Kq”—“Children’s
House” childcare centre.

My vision is to one day have my people
more involved in education, child care, and
certified in Early Childhood Education.

P R O F I L E

new regional reps

Tami Smith
North East Region

North West Region I first became involved in the Head Start
program when I started working for the
Canim Lake Band as the Early Childhood
Educator; this was back in December 1999. At
that time, I did not know anything about the
program and since then I have learned a lot. I
am very honored and proud to say that I work
in a Head Start program on reserve.

My passions in life are spending time with
my family: my mom, dad, little brother,
beautiful niece and grandmother in
Kamloops. Without their support and
encouragement I would not be working here
today. Thanks dad, I owe you. I also love
traveling, watching hockey, soccer, and
basketball, and spending time with my
boyfriend and five teenage stepsons. I love
playing and visiting with the children. No
matter how I feel, I know they can put a
smile on my face and make me believe that
life is truly worth it all.

The thing I love to do outside of work,
besides being with family and friends, is
walking and cuddling my dearest friend, my
dog Dakota.

regional rep
contact info

Vancouver Island
Joan Gignac
Chemainus First Nation
Tel: (250) 245-0994
Fax: (250) 245-1379
E-mail: jgignac@cfnation.com

South Mainland East
Romona Baxter
Nzen’man’ Child and Family
Development Society
Tel: (250) 455-2661
Fax: (250) 455-2644
E-mail:
romona_baxter@hotmail.com

South Mainland West
Candace Robotham
Seabird Island Band
Tel: (604) 796-2177
Fax: (604) 796-3729
E-mail:
candacerobotham@seabirdisland.ca

North East
Tami Smith
Canim Lake First Nation
Tel: (250) 397-2175
Fax: (250) 397-2173
E-mail:
nowayout312@yahoo.com

North West
Roma Walker
Daylu Dena Council
Tel: (250) 779-3161
Fax: (250) 779-3371
E-mail:
dayludena@linesat.com

Roma Walker




